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Stakeholder Consultation meeting on Fisheries Management Plan of Sardar

Sarovar Reservoir at Kevadiya village, Gujarat on 27" July, 2025

The ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education (CIFE), Mumbai,
organized a Stakeholder Consultation on Fisheries Management of the Sardar
Sarovar Reservoir on 27" July, 2025, at Kevadiya, Gujarat, under the consultancy
project for “Investigations on Ecological Status, Conservation, and Enhancement of
Fisheries in Maharashtra's Part of Sardar Sarovar Reservoir”, funded by Department
of Fisheries, Maharashtra. The consultation served as a platform to bring together
key stakeholders dedicated to the sustainable development and effective
management of the reservoir's fisheries resources. The primary objective of the
consultation was to initiate dialogue on policy frameworks, scientific management
practices, technological innovations, and cooperative engagement to enhance fish
productivity and improve the livelihoods of fishes dependent on the reservoir.

The event began with a welcome address by Shri Bhadule, Joint
Commissioner, Department of Fisheries, and Government of Maharashtra. He
emphasized the unwavering commitment of ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries
Education (CIFE), Mumbai, to inclusive, research-based, and sustainable
development of inland fisheries. Shri. Bhadule also highlighted the dedication of the
Maharashtra State Fisheries Department towards the comprehensive development

of fisheries and allied sectors in the Sardar Sarovar reservoir region.

This was followed by the inaugural remarks of Dr. Sukham Munilkumar,
Principal Scientist, Aquaculture Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai, and Principal
Investigator of the consultancy project. He emphasized the pivotal role of
cooperative models and supportive policies in the holistic development of reservoir
fisheries. Dr. Munilkumar presented the key findings of the study conducted during
the project period, providing a detailed explanation of observations related to species
distribution, abundance, total stock estimation, fishing effort, and maximum
sustainable yield. He also engaged with members of the cooperative societies to
discuss critical fisheries management issues, including mesh size regulation and

fishing ban periods, fostering informed dialogue for sustainable practices.




Shri. Kiran Padvi, Fisheries Development Officer, Nandurbar, highlighted
the various developmental initiatives currently underway around the Sardar Sarovar
reservoir. He emphasized the urgent need for upgradation of fishing boats,
establishment of ice plants to support cold chain infrastructure, and the development
of a multi-species finfish hatchery to ensure the consistent supply of quality seed.
Additionally, he underscored the importance of setting up a fish collection and
marketing centre dedicated to Sardar Sarovar reservoir fisheries, which would

significantly improve market access and income opportunities for local fishers.

Socio-economic perspective was presented by Dr. Arpita Sharma, Head
Fisheries Extension, Economics and Statistics Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai
highlighting the socio-economic dimensions of the fishing dependent households of
Sardar Sarovar reservoir, and exploring the collaborative opportunities for enhancing
fish production and livelihood resilience in the region. The consultation witnessed the
active participation of 70 fish farmers, including representatives from 20 fisheries
cooperative societies, reflecting broad grassroots involvement and the importance of

participatory decision-making in reservoir management.

Dr. Karan Ramteke Senior Scientist, Fisheries Resource Management
Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai CoPl of the consultancy project presented an
overview of the current fish stock status and harvesting potential of the Sardar
Sarovar reservoir, providing valuable insights into the existing resource base and its
sustainable utilization. Following this, Dr. Kapil Sukhdhane, Scientist Aquaculture
Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai and CoPi of the consultancy project elaborated on the
future directives and strategic framework for fisheries management plans. His
presentation, before all cooperative representatives, delivered in detail in order to
ensure a clear and comprehensive understanding among the members of each
fisheries cooperative society regarding the proposed management approaches and

their roles in effective implementation.

Fisher member Shri Siyaram Padvi raised several key developmental
concerns, including the lack of ice plant facilities, the challenges posed by long-
distance travel for fish marketing, and the inadequate number of fishing boats
available for transportation. Shri Nuraji Poyra Vasave put forth a request for the

introduction of motorized support in gill net operations to enhance fishing efficiency




in the Sardar Sarovar reservoir. Shri Dinesh Vasave also highlighted the challenges
in the dry fish marketing chain, noting that despite substantial production, there is a

lack of direct market access for effective sales.

The meeting concluded with a Vote of Thanks delivered by Shri. Prakash
Gavit, Technical Assistant, Sardar Sarovar. He expressed heartfelt gratitude to all
cooperative members who travelled long distances to attend the meeting and

actively shared the issues and challenges encountered in fishing and cage culture

activities.
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