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ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education (CIFE), Mumbai
hosts live telecast of 23rd instalment release of
PM-KISAN Samman Nidhi Programme

ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education (ICAR-CIFE), Mumbai, along with its Centres at Kolkata,
Motipur, Rohtak, Powarkheda, Kakinada and Freshwater Farm at Balabhadrapuram, organised the live
telecast of the release of the 23rd instalment of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)
programme on 20 June 2026 at 4:00 PM.

The national programme was addressed by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi Ji, from
Hooghly, West Bengal. During the event, the 23rd instalment under PM-KISAN was released through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT), benefiting more than 9.44 crore farmers across the country. Under this instalment,
financial assistance of 2,000 each was transferred to eligible farmers, amounting to a total transfer of
more than 18,880 crore. The programme reflected the Government of India’s continued commitment
towards farmer welfare, rural prosperity and the vision of Viksit Bharat @ 2047.

At ICAR-CIFE, the programme commenced with the welcome address by Dr. N. P. Sahu, Director, ICAR-CIFE,
who welcomed Shri Chirag Paswan, Hon’ble Union Minister of Food Processing Industries, Government of
India and Shri Kamlesh Paswan, Hon’ble Minister of State for Rural Development, fishers, fish farmers,
students, faculty members, scientists and other stakeholders.

In his address, Dr. Sahu highlighted the major achievements and contributions of ICAR-CIFE in
strengthening the fisheries sector through research, education, extension and capacity-building. He
emphasized that fisheries and aquaculture are important components of India’s development pathway and
that ICAR-CIFE continues to contribute by generating quality human resources, scientific knowledge and
technological support for the sector. He also sensitized the participants to recent Government initiatives,
such as Khet Bachao Abhiyan, and to the importance of balanced fertilizer use for sustainable soil health
and enhanced productivity.

The programme was graced by the presence of Hon’ble Union Minister of Food Processing Industries,
Government of India, Shri Chirag Paswan and Hon’ble Minister of State for Rural Development Shri Kamlesh
Paswan.

Hon’ble Minister Kamlesh Paswan highlighted the importance of PM-KISAN in supporting farmers and
strengthening rural livelihoods. He also stated that the creation of a separate Ministry for fisheries reflects
the recognition given by the Hon’ble Prime Minister to fishers and fish farmers as important stakeholders.
He further emphasized the need to promote multiple production systems and livelihood opportunities to
enhance farmers’ income.

Hon’ble Union Minister, Shri Chirag Paswan also addressed the gathering. He highlighted the growing
importance of the fisheries sector as one of the fastest-growing sectors with strong future potential for
employment generation, entrepreneurship development and economic growth. He stressed the need to
strengthen fish processing, value addition and marketing systems and that modern processing
technologies, cold-chain development, improved storage, irradiation and advanced preservation methods
can help extend shelf life, reduce losses and improve profitability.

The Hon’ble Minister further emphasized that the focus of the sector should gradually move from
production volume alone towards value addition, quality, innovation and branding. Referring to the record



performance of Indian fisheries exports despite global trade challenges, he called for continued efforts to
strengthen organized and scientific production. He also encouraged ICAR-CIFE to generate practical and
policy-relevant solutions for the sustainable growth of the fisheries sector.

A major focus of his address was on quality assurance. He stated that India must build a system where
quality becomes the identity of the country, so that the label “Made in India” inspires confidence across the
world. He also assured that the Government, under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi Ji, is continuously working towards reforms, ease of doing business and ease of living.

During the programme, awareness was also created on several flagship Government initiatives including
the Digital Agriculture Mission, Natural Farming Mission, National Pulses Mission, Restructured Weather-
Based Crop Insurance Scheme and Pradhan Mantri Matsya Kisan Samridhi Sah-Yojana. These initiatives aim
to improve farmers’ income, promote sustainable agriculture and aquaculture practices, and strengthen
digital and institutional support systems.

The live telecast programme organised at ICAR-CIFE and its Regional Centres witnessed enthusiastic
participation from around 305 participants, including 210 men and 95 women. The participants included
PM-KISAN beneficiary farmers, fish farmers, scientists, faculty members, students and other stakeholders.

The programme was efficiently coordinated by Dr. Arpita Sharma, Head and Dr. Ankush Kamble, Dr. Shivaji
Argade, and Dr. Neha Qureshi, Senior Scientists of the Fisheries Economics, Extension and Statistics
Division, along with the ICAR—CIFE team from Mumbai, its centres, and the PGSSU team. Their dedicated
efforts ensured the event’s success.

The programme served as an important platform for disseminating information on Government welfare
initiatives and enhancing awareness among farmers and fisheries stakeholders. ICAR-CIFE remains
committed to supporting national initiatives for inclusive agricultural and fisheries development through
research, education, outreach, awareness generation and capacity-building activities.
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Dr. N. P. Sahu, Director, ICAR-CIFE, addressing the gathering in the presence of the Chief Guests on the dais
during the live telecast of the 23rd installment release of PM-KISAN at ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai.



Dr. N. P. Sahu, Director, ICAR-CIFE, welcomes Hon’ble Minister of Food Processing Industries, Shri Chirag
Paswan and Shri Minister of State in Ministry of Rural Development during the PM-KISAN live telecast
programme at ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai.

Chief Guests wearing traditional Koli community caps along with fisherwomen participants during the live
telecast of the 23rd instalment release of PM-KISAN at ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai.
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Faculty members, staff and stakeholders attending the live telecast of the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s address
during the 23rd instalment release of PM-KISAN at ICAR-CIFE Kolkata Centre.



